A number of authors have inferred a need for temperatures above 100oc to yield significant quantities of thermal polyamino acids. Recently Lawless and Levi (1979) have repeated this assertion in evident ignorance of contrary reports in the literature. In particular, they have stated, "Others have made polyamino acids from free amino acids by heating them on pieces of lava at 170oc. '' In a paper in Science titled "Thermal polyamino acids: synthesis at less than 100 o'', Rohlfing (1976) stated, "This study thus indicates that the formation of polyamino acids may have been a relatively widespread and common event on the prebiotic earth." References in the bibliography of Rohlfing's paper and others (Fox, 1976 ) also make the same point.
